Cuongress of the Wnited States
Washington, A 20515

o

May 18, 2012

Acting Administrator Daniel M. Tangherlini
U.S. General Services Administration

GSA Office of the Administrator

1800 F Strect, NW

Washington, DC 20405

Dear Administrator Tangherlini:

We are writing today to express our concern with the recently released LEED 2012
standards set forth by the U.S. Green Building Council’s (USGBC) and subsequent adoption of
these standards by The General Services Administration (GSA). Previously, GSA has adopted
the LEED program to help the federal government achieve energy efficiency requirements for
buildings, as mandated by the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007. However, we are
deeply concerned about proposed changes to the LEED prograni that create the potential for
significant job losses and increased building costs at a time when our economy can least afford
if.

The proposed LEED 2012 rating system is a significant departure from the previous
version and will eliminate the use of dozens of materials and hundreds of proven building
products, all while driving up building costs to the taxpayer and threatening employment in our
districts. USGBC is planning to create two “Materials and Resources” credits under LEED
2012: one for material ingredient reporting” and one for “avoidance of chemicals of concern.”
The credits would affect hundreds of substances-many of which are key to helping building
malerials achieve their desired properties, including encrgy efficiency.

We are deeply concerned that the LEED rating system is becoming a tool to punish
chemical companies and plastics makers and spread misinformalion about materials that have
been at the forefront of improving environmental petformance—and even occupant safely—and
in buildings. This transformation into an anti-chemical system runs counter to the government’s
objectives of increasing energy cfficiency and utilizes a Buropean standard called REACH. US
manufaclurers have no ability to participate in the development. LEED 2012 not only threatens
jobs, it will almost certainly cost taxpayers money. The arbitrary chemical restrictions in the two
proposed credits could affect many energy-efficient construction products, such as insulation,
roofing, wiring and energy—e[ﬁéicm windows, putting a further strain on already tight federal
budgets.
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Most likely affected by the new standards are vinyl-based building and construction
products. These products include vinyl flooring, roofing, wire, and other critical materials.
These products are universally considered the most durable, sustainable, and energy efficient by
the construction industry. Whether intended or unintended, the effects of these new provisions
would not only severely harm manufacturing in this country, but would also be counter-
productive in the mission to develop more sustainable and energy efficient building codes.
Moreover, USGBC has not analyzed whether alternative materials would be able to perform at
the same level, nor has it provided any evidence that avoiding existing materials will result in
improved energy efficiency.

If USGBC does not reconsider these harmful provisions in LEED 2012, we respectfully
request that GSA stop using the LEED rating system. GSA’s adoption of LEED 2012, in fact,
would amount to the federal government sanctioning an unscientific, arbitrary, and
discriminatory program of materials selection. We understand GSA's interest in sustainability
and energy efficiency throughout the federal building landscape. However, the federal
government should not base these decisions solely on a program whose reach has grown to be
counterintuitive to this mission, and will cost numerous American jobs, while wasting taxpayer
dollars. '

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter and we look forward to your
response.

Sincerely,
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Mike Pompeo (KS-04)
Tim J. Ryan (OH-17)
Darrell E. Issa (CA-49)
Ed Whitfield (K'Y-01)
Joe Barton (TX-06)
Paul Broun (GA-10)
John Barrow (GA-12)
Dave Camp (MI-04)
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Jeff Duncan (5C-03)

Jim B. Renacci (OH-16)
Bob B. Gibbs (OH-18)
Richard L. Hanna (NY-24)
Rodney Alexander (LA-05)
Kurt Schrader (OR-05)
Tom Marino (PA-10)

Phil Roe (TN-01)

Joe Walsh (IL-08)

Dan J. Benishek (MI-01)
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Adrian M. Smith (NE-03)
Tom Graves ((GA-09)
Larry Bucshon (IN-08)
Bob Latta (OH-05)

Reid I. Ribble (WI-08)
Larry Kissell (NC-08)
Walter B. Jones (NC-03)
Daniel Burton (IN-05)
Tim Holden (PA-17)
Adam Kinzinger (I1.-11)
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Ron Paul (TX-14)

Stephen Lee Pincher (TN-08)
Steve Womack (AR-03)

Bob Goodlatte (VA-06)
Trent Franks (AZ-02)

Glenn Thompson (PA-05})
Jason Alimire (PA-(4)

Tim Murphy (PA-18)

Bill Johnson (OH-06)

David B, McKinley (WV-01)
Tom Price (GA-06)

Demnis A. Ross (FL-12)

Tim Walberg (MI-07)

Mario Diaz-Balart (FL-21)
Pat Mechan (PA-07)

Steve Stivers (OH-15)
Morgan Griffith {VA-09)
Lynn Jenkins (KS-02)

Alan Nunnelee (MS-01)

Jeff Denham (CA-19)

Jack Kingston (GA-01)

Lee Terry (NE-02)

Sanford D. Bishop (GA-02)
Steven C. LaTourette (OH-14)
Austin Scott (GA-08)

John C, Carney, Jr. (DE-AL)
Bill Cassidy (L.A-06)
Lynn A. Westmoreland (GA-03)



